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made by which the whole league (that is, the nobles) could
make common decisions * ; and a dictator, the Tagos,
might be elected with wide powers over the whole land. There
was not necessarily a Tagos in office at any one time, but
once elected he tended to remain in office for life ; he was
often called King of Thessaly,2 and a forcible character in this
position could in effect be a law unto himself. We know
nothing of methods of procedure in these decisions and elec-
tions ; probably the laws, if any, were freely twisted to suit
the wishes of powerful nobles, and if jealousy and a de facto
balance of power among the great houses were prominent,
no Tagos would be elected and the state's foreign policy
would be weak and vacillating.3 Thessaly became a by-
word for violence and lawlessness,4 and a chieftain of the
time of Alexander the Great thinks it worth while to say on
an inscription in honour of his grandfather that he ruled all
Thessaly for twenty-seven years " not by force but by
law".5
The organization of the Thessalian " empire " seems to
have been completed by a Skopas who fixed the sums to be
paid in tribute by the " allies ",6 that is the surrounding
tribes, whom we thus learn to have been taxed as well as
bound to furnish contingents in war. This statesman is
probably the " Skopas the elder " of whom we hear,7 grand-
father of the like-named friend of the poet Simonides. The
Skopad hquse was the leading family in Thessaly at this
date 8 (early sixth century), and in any case such precise
1	Hdt. v, 63 ; the Th. support Hippias koivjj yv^Ji-
2	e.g. the Aleuadai are called j9acrtAees> Hdt. vii, 6. Cf. Xen., Hell,, vi, 1, 8,
for the expression " when there is a Tagos in office " ;    also, ib. § 12, and
I.G. IX, 2, 257, the -words kcv raya Kev araylq..
3	Cf. e.g. ineffectiveness of help sent to Athens in 431, at a time when
the nobles were divided into two factions : Thk. ii, 22.
4	€/cet yap 8r) irXeiarri arafcia. Kal a/coAacria — Sokrates, in Plato, Kfiton, C. 15.
s Inscription of Daochos of Pharsalos, at Delphoi ; see Beloch, G.G, I, ii,
p. 207.
6 Xen., Hell,, vi, i, 19 ;  Jason of Pherai levies tribute wafrep eirl
7	Ath. x, 438c, quoting Phainias of Eresos.
8	Cf. Hdt. vi, 127, where the Thessalian representative at the Wooing of
Agariste is Diaktotides, a Skopad of Krannon,

